PASSAGE   TO   INDIA

disease carries him off and puts an end to his labours.
The more usual type who lives in " European style " in a
house with all comforts is, in my opinion, equally wrong,
though in the opposite direction. The ideal, I believe, is
to safeguard one's health by suitable food and fresh air,
but to be so completely friendly and accessible to the
natives of his adopted country as to excite no jealousy nor
feeling of inferiority. Whatever one does, people are apt
to misunderstand, but often that can neither be avoided
nor anticipated.

After I had been in India for ten years or more, one of
the leading young men of the village came rather apologetic-
ally to my bungalow, presented me with a letter, and fled.
The chief purport of the letter was an appeal that I should
treat the Indians in the same way as Europeans, instead
of seeing Indians on the veranda while " letting European
visitors come inside the house." My wife and I live almost
exclusively on the veranda and see all visitors there, of
whatever nationality. It is far too hot and close to use the
inside of the house except for the midday and evening
meals. Even so, I do not believe the chap in question was
quite convinced when I assured him that this was the case,
and that neither ourselves nor our Indian nor European
visitors used the inside of the house more than was abso-
lutely necessary.
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